2023 FutureTalk Challenge for Taiwan High School Students-
Announcement & General Rules
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The mutual exchange between Taiwan and the United States has developed continuously over the
past 40 years. Through the American Institute in Taiwan (AIT), both countries have cooperated in

various aspects such as economy, trade, education, and culture.

In 1999, National Sun Yat-sen University (NSYSU) and AIT collaborated to establish the only
American Center in Taiwan. Its mission is to enhance the mutual understanding between southern
Taiwan and the United States. Since its inception, the Sun Yat-sen America Center (SYSAC) has
provided students and the general public opportunities to learn about American culture, business,

education, and values through activities such as speeches, cultural events, seminars, and exhibitions.

Since 2013, NSYSU and AIT have been hosting English speech contests annually for the
enhancement and improvement of students’ English oral proficiency and, at the same time, facilitating
cultural exchanges between Taiwan and the U.S. This year, the competition will be in English
presentation for students to express their ideas about the Future, hence, FutureTalk. Students are
expected to express their innovative ideas on the themes as part of the interaction and sustainable

development between Taiwan and the United States.
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Center for EMI Teaching Excellence, Si Wan College, NSYSU

Sun Yat-sen American Center, Office of International Affairs, NSYSU

American Institute in Taiwan Kaohsiung Branch Office
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This Challenge aims to encourage contestants to present innovative Al-based solutions to address the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Contestants are expected to share their ideas and solutions

with respect to increasing the connections between Taiwan and the U.S. and to help shape a better
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Public and private high school students in Taiwan can sign up for the competition in one of two

categories: individual or a team of 2 students. The contestants must be recommended by the

designated high school teachers, and each school can sign up for a maximum of 10 students, including

both individual and team categories.
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1. Preliminary: The contestant completes an online application and submits a one-minute video on

an innovative Al-based solution addressing one of the Sustainable Development Goals
before the deadline. The video must be recorded in one shot with clear audio quality,
WMV and mp4 video formats are preferred; any form of post-production such as editing,
background music, narration, or subtitles are not allowed.

The organizers will invite experts to form a panel of judges and to review the entries.
The criteria include (1) English language skills, (2) the content of presentation, and (3)

composure. A maximum of 15 individuals/teams will be selected from each category.

2.Workshop: The AIT Kaohsiung will invite experts to host a workshop on improving public

speaking skills. The program will include interactive activities and group discussions to
enhance contestants’ oral expression ability and composure. At the end of the workshop,
each contestant will draw one topic from the 17 Sustainable Development Goals as the
topic for his/her final. The contestant will draw a new topic 1if the topic is the same as

the preliminary round.



3.Final Competition: Contestants who pass the Preliminary and complete the workshop will
participate in the final in-person competition. Individual and team competitions will be
held separately. All contestants are required to present, and each presentation is limited
to 5 minutes, followed by 2 minutes for Q&A. Slide presentations are allowed, and
PowerPoint and Canva file types are preferred. Talking points, notes, or scripts are

prohibited.
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Sign-up and Submission Deadline: 5:00pm, Wednesday, October 11, 2023
Workshop: 10:00am — 3:30pm, Saturday, November 4, 2023

Final Competition: 9:30am — 4:30pm, Friday, November 17, 2023
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Each contestant who completes the workshop will receive a certificate of participation and a souvenir
on the date of the final competition.

The panel of judges will select from the final round three top winners, two excellence winners, and
two outstanding winners:

First Place: Each contestant/team receives a prize worth NTD 4,000 and a certificate(s).

Second Place: Each contestant/team receives a prize worth NTD 3,000 and a certificate(s).

Third Place: Each contestant/team receives a prize worth NTD 2,000 and a certificate(s).

Excellence Award: Each contestant/team receives a prize worth NTD 1,000 and a certificate(s).

Outstanding Award: Each contestant/team receives a prize worth NTD 500 and a certificate(s).
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Please refer to the Sun Yat-sen America Center (SYSAC) website https://sysac-oia.nsysu.edu.tw for

competition information, announcements, or inquiries.
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1. After the contestant completes the application and submits the video for the preliminary round, the

contestant has authorized the Organizer to use the content of the video for promotion and publicity.
The video will be kept on record by the Organizer.
2. If the contestant withdraws from the workshop or the competition, the designated high school

teacher shall notify the Organizer by email before Spm., Tuesday, October 31, 2023.

3. The Organizer reserves the right to modify any terms and conditions regarding the competition.
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