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YUKIO The key to the successful implementation of the CEFR: Insights from the CEFR-
p & L & | Jproject
R E
FlEr Abstract:

The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) has
become a widely recognized and influential framework for learning, teaching,
and assessment of foreign languages, not only in Europe but also globally. As the
CEFR continues to gain traction, its implementation is becoming increasingly
complex, with various approaches emerging. In this talk, I will explore the
different ways of approaching the implementation of the CEFR, including
adoption, adaptation, and creation. While adoption involves simply incorporating
the CEFR into existing curricula and assessments, adaptation requires a more
nuanced understanding of the local context and the need to modify the framework
to suit specific educational settings. Creation, on the other hand, involves
developing entirely new frameworks or assessments that are tailored to specific
language learning needs. Drawing on my experience as the leader of the CEFR-J
project, which localized the CEFR for English education in Japan, I will discuss
some key issues for the successful implementation of the CEFR. These include
the importance of understanding the cultural and educational context in which the
CEFR is being implemented, the need for clear communication and collaboration
among stakeholders, and the importance of developing assessments and materials
that are both valid and reliable. By sharing insights from the CEFR-J project, I
aim to provide practical guidance for educators, policymakers, and researchers

who are seeking to successfully adapt the CEFR for their own contexts.
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Topic:
THE CEFR as a national language policy in Vietnam: Contexts and Challenges

Abstract:

The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) has
long been considered a global policy in language education. It has been borrowed
and adopted by different polities across the world. In this study, | tried to make
sense of the decision to adopt the CEFR in Vietnam. | examined the CEFR-
related documents in Vietnam in order to gain an understanding about the
underwritten socio-economic and political contexts, which induced the
employment of this global language education framework. These contexts
include (1) recent changes in English language policy; (2) need for concrete
economic and political innovations, and current efforts to reform higher
education; and (3) the current tendency for administrators to look outwards for
solutions to domestic issues in contemporary Vietnam. In addition, based on data
gained at a higher education institution, | outlined and discussed some initial
challenges related to the interpretation of the CEFR at the classroom level.
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Topic:
Localizing CEFR in Thailand: challenges and opportunities in working with a

global policy

Abstract:

The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR) has had
worldwide impact over the past two decades. In Thailand, its use began as part of
large-scale language education policy reforms in the mid-2010s and has
continued, with occasional shifts in focus, to be a key point of reference in policy
discourse until today. While efforts to localize the framework have been made in
Thailand, these appear to have been outweighed by references to CEFR as a
global standard in language education, a perspective in which little opportunity
for re-interpretation is afforded to local policy agents. In this talk, I will discuss
why such re-interpretation is desirable and indeed necessary for both
policymakers and practitioners who work with CEFR. In particular, | will argue
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we need to pay more attention to the socio-cultural aspects of CEFR, especially
its descriptions of plurilingual and pluricultural competence, when using the
framework in the context of English language education, in order to account for
the realities of English as a global language.
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Topic:
National foreign language education policies and CEFR: English as L2 and

the situation of other foreign languages in Korea

Abstract:

As we know, The Common European Framework of Reference for Languages
(CEFR) is the product of the political will for the emerging supranational
organization. It’s not language specific and it requires a comparable level of
proficiency from language to language. However, the status of English as an
international lingua franca is very strong in Korea and it's the only foreign
language (FL or L2) in Korea. In fact the Korea Institute for Curriculum and
Evaluation named all other foreign languages such as French, German, Russian,
Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, etc. as second foreign languages while it named
English as foreign language. The widely spread concept that English speakers
can communicate with the rest of the world is still dominant in Korea and the so
called second foreign language education in high school level has been almost
disappeared in last ten years. While the foreign language education policy makers
in Korea ignore the value of the foreign languages other than English, the
European language educators tend to value the achievement of the CEFR. Thus
this study will analyze the Korean National Curriculum of English and other
European Languages and will discuss the effectiveness of the CEFR in
developing national language education policy in Korea.
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